B U I L D I N G in F a i t h
for Future Generations
a campaign for st. wenceslaus parish

A Letter from Fr. Tom

S

t. Wenceslaus Parish has a proud tradition that dates back to our original founding in 1877.
Two locations, thousands of parish families, and a history spanning more than a century.
Our parish is resilient - facing dwindling membership, parishioners voted to relocate
to west Omaha in 1980. Shortly thereafter, our current church was built. At the time, it was
expected the parish would top out at 800 families and require one full-time pastor. More than
three decades later, our rolls now list 2,870 registered families. Our parish facilities are too small
to serve the current community, much less the anticipated growth that is headed our way.
Our proud parish is once again at a historic crossroads. All demographic studies indicate
St. Wenceslaus will grow quickly in the years ahead. New housing developments are being
planned in close proximity to the parish. An infusion of families will follow. A priest shortage
means there is little to no chance that a new parish will be formed in our immediate region.
Our currently cramped facilities will become even more
crowded in the near future.

M I SS I O N
STATE M E N T
St. Wenceslaus Parish community seeks to
continue the mission of Jesus Christ by sharing
the Good News of God’s unconditional love
through vibrant worship, life-long faith
formation and opportunities and service.

፠

The good news is, we are preparing for the change and we
are proactively planning for the future. Our master plan
calls for a new church, renovated school and reconfigured
parish hall. It will likely take several years to complete the
entire plan but if history is any indication, the
St. Wenceslaus family will step up to the challenge.
Revisiting our past is also a reminder that St. Wenceslaus
has always been a responsible steward of our many
resources. Past and current parishioners have always
responded with generosity and sacrifice when called upon.
It is with that call to action that I am proud to announce
the Building in Faith for Future Generations Capital
Campaign at St. Wenceslaus Parish.
We are blessed to have a unique opportunity to determine our own fate moving forward. This
comprehensive capital campaign will allow us to address some of the critical needs on our own
campus. The effort will also strengthen the Catholic community as we support several important
initiatives of the Archdiocese of Omaha. This document will outline those needs in further detail
and answer questions you may have while considering a further investment into our collective
future.
I ask you to join me in supporting our parish, our church and our school. I ask you to support
the larger needs of the archdiocese. I ask you to build the foundation of the future of our parish
community by making a sacrificial pledge to the Building in Faith for Future Generations
Capital Campaign. I am confident our parish family will respond with profound generosity and
sacrifice just as generations before us have done. Together, we will write another chapter in the
proud history of St. Wenceslaus Parish.
God Bless,

Father Tom Bauwens
Pastor

“Our family has been parishioners at St. Wenceslaus for the last 30 years. We have
celebrated all of our four children’s sacraments at St. Wenceslaus, and three of
our children attended the five-day school. We have been blessed by our church’s
founders who committed their treasure to build the facilities we have today. We
want to ensure that many other families have the benefit of a strong vibrant church
to meet their family’s spiritual and educational needs. Our investment now will
ensure a strong parish for many generations to come.”
Scott Robertson and Gail Werner-Robertson, Honorary Chairs

V I S I O N O F THE F U T U RE

W

e know that as a parish family we need to honor our
past while planning for our immediate and long-term
future. As we look at future facility needs at
St. Wenceslaus, there are several significant factors to consider:
• The land just east of our current church and across Pacific
Street is being prepared for residential development. This
will ultimately lead to an influx of new families, many of
whom will be looking to join our parish.
• St. Wenceslaus has been informed that no new Catholic
parish will be established between our current location and
Elkhorn, another sign that we will continue to see a large
surge in our pews.
• There is a dwindling number of active priests and
seminarians. St. Wenceslaus already offers seven Mass times
per weekend. With current staffing, we simply cannot add
any more Masses.
• Currently, the preliminary plans are to build the next parish
near Bennington. This may change depending on the
outcome of a study to be conducted of parishes in west
Omaha, but that parish is at least 10-15 years away.
With these factors in mind, parish leaders are being proactive
about providing adequate worship space to the many families
who do, or will, consider St. Wenceslaus their spiritual home.

Therefore our long-term vision consists of the following:
• Construction of a new church and parish offices to the east of our current
campus to meet the increasing physical demands and anticipated influx of
parishioners.
• Renovation of the current church into a parish center with basement
classrooms and meeting rooms for school and parish organizations.
• School renovations which include the building of six new classrooms,
security enhancements to the front entrance, wider hallways for better
traffic flow, relocating the cafeteria, and increasing storage space.
To give every member an opportunity to have a voice in shaping the vision of
our future we conducted a thorough parish life survey in 2011, held multiple
parishioner question and answer sessions, and most recently completed a
comprehensive campaign planning study.
The feedback from our extensive planning has resulted in substantive
changes at the parish and is the foundation of our Building in Faith for
Future Generations Capital Campaign. Our goal in this campaign is to be
responsible stewards of your feedback and resources. While we will not
be able to address our long-term vision in just one capital campaign, this
campaign will address the items we can realistically afford, from the priorities
parishioners felt were the most pressing. The priorities for phase one of the
campaign are listed on the next pages.

New Classrooms ፠ $2 million

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School continues its fine tradition of forming students academically, socially
and spiritually. The education we provide our students is excellent, but our facilities need updating.
Our school is packed and space is at a premium. Makeshift classrooms located near our cafeteria and
gymnasium are not conducive to productive learning due to noise levels.
During our recent planning study, parishioners determined renovating our school should be the top
priority of the parish. As a result of the study and from feedback gathered, we are planning to create
additional classrooms and meeting space.
We will build six new classrooms on the south side of the existing church. With available land and
space, we can begin construction immediately with very little impact on the students and school
calendar. The six new classrooms will allow us to relocate classrooms out of the cafeteria and gym
area. Each classroom will be above ground with windows, creating a positive and supportive learning
environment for our children.

Campaign Goals
Ignite the Faith Capital
Campaign ፠ $1.7 million

Every parish in the Archdiocese of Omaha is
required to conduct a parish-wide campaign
as part of the archdiocesan Ignite the Faith
Capital Campaign. The Ignite the Faith Capital
Campaign is designed to support priests and
seminarians, strengthen our Catholic schools
and invest in our faith formation programs.

With the construction of six new classrooms and the possibility of additional school renovations in the
future, the parish needs to anticipate the additional costs of maintaining those facilities. Ten cents of every
dollar raised in this campaign will be put into an endowment fund to account for those costs of current and
future plant needs. This investment will ensure the parish is being responsible stewards of the generosity of
so many by offsetting the additional costs without negatively impacting the parish budget.

Repave and Resurface Parish Parking Lot ፠ $500,000

Those that access our facilities on a regular basis understand the need to address maintenance issues with
our parking lot. A portion of funds raised in the Building in Faith for Future Generations Campaign will be
used to repave and resurface the parking lot. The resurfacing will be conducted during the summer months
to limit the impact on school families and will result in a safer surface for parishioners and vehicles alike.
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St. Wenceslaus had an original archdiocesan
campaign goal of $2.4 million. Thanks to
the generosity of several St. Wenceslaus
parishioners during the silent phase of the
campaign, our current obligation to the
archdiocese stands at $1.7 million. Once we
meet that goal, every penny raised thereafter
will stay at our parish to meet our OWN needs!

Endowment Fund ፠ 10 percent of whatever is raised

$1

Many of these campaign initiatives are
already being implemented and will impact
us on a daily basis here at St. Wenceslaus.
Those include:
• Providing needs-based grants to all
schools in the archdiocese.
• Marketing our Catholic schools more
efficiently.
• Establishing a teacher scholarship fund.
• Supporting youth ministry programs.
• Offering advanced training to catechists
and parish ministers.
• Supporting our seminarians through
school.
• Helping take care of our retired priests.

In addition, the six new classrooms will also open up greatly needed meeting space for school and parish
organizations to use. Meeting spaces are at such a premium that groups are unable to meet at certain
times or must consider alternative locations like the church balcony.

Church and Parish Office Building Fund ፠ Additional $3 million

St. Wenceslaus is extremely blessed to already have received a transformational gift of $10 million from a local
Catholic family. The gift can be used only for the construction of a new church. No parish in the history of the
Archdiocese of Omaha has EVER received a gift of that size. This generous commitment enables us to determine
our own fate as we seek to meet our growing physical needs.
With significant growth anticipated, we are planning a new church that will provide 1,400 seats, a significant
increase over our current seating capacity of 850.
The new parish office buildings will be constructed to the east of our current church and offices. The new parish
offices will provide a safer environment for our staff, increased meeting space for all, and a more welcoming
environment for our entire parish community.
While we have not finalized any plans or designs, we have determined the total cost of the new
church and parish office buildings is $13 million. With the $10 million gift already in hand, an
additional $3 million is needed to fully fund the church and parish office building project.
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“As the Classrooms
principal of this wonderful school,
the excellent
education theLight
students receive is vitally important to me. Even more important is the
strong Catholic foundation the students receive from our outstanding
staff. This capital campaign will allow the next generation of students
to have an even better facility where they can learn about Christ and
how to be his disciple. By creating a better learning environment we
will provide all students with the opportunity to excel.”

& UPPER LEVEL PLANS
& UPPER LEVEL PLANS
Bill Huben, Principal

“We have been parishioners of St. Wenceslaus for nearly 25 years. The parishioners of St.Wenceslaus have truly
become an extended family to us. Through the large variety of activities provided at the five-day school as well as the
church, our immediate family has developed wonderful friendships, our faith has grown and we have learned what it
means to serve others. We are happy to help with these important improvements to the physical structure we call
St. Wenceslaus because of the important growth it will provide to the family St. Wenceslaus has become for us.”
Greg and Karen Van Dyke, Honorary Chairs

F r e q u e n t l y A s k e d Qu e s t i o n s
Will the parish go into debt to address some of
these needs?
At this time no decision has been made. This will be a
decision made by the parish pastoral council, as well as the
finance council.
How will I be kept informed of the progress of the
capital campaign?
We will provide weekly updates in the parish bulletin, the
parish website and via pulpit announcements.
Who is being asked to make a pledge to this
campaign?
All registered parishioners and school families will be asked
to make a sacrificial pledge that is right for their situation
and their family. Staff and faculty members will be asked to
participate, as well. We are off to a good start with an amazing
lead gift by a non-parish family.
Am I expected to give at a certain level?
Everyone will be asked to consider a gift at a certain level.
We will try to challenge all members of the parish family to
consider a sacrificial gift. We ask that you prayerfully consider
what is right for you, and we allow you to make the decision.

How long will I have to fulfill my pledge?
Each member of the parish family will be asked to fulfill their pledges within
three years. However, we know that each pledge is a personal decision and
the details can be arranged to meet your needs. The donor will ultimately
determine when he or she makes the first payment on that pledge and the
frequency and method of making payments.
Are pledges legally binding?
No, pledges are merely an act of good faith between the parishioner and
the parish. Should circumstances change in your life that require you to
temporarily place your pledge on hold, simply call the parish office and we
can work out a plan that allows you to fulfill the pledge in a timeframe that
works for you.
May we designate our gifts to a particular project?
Gifts to capital campaigns typically are unrestricted gifts meaning they are used
to support all projects and be applied to the area of greatest need. However,
gifts may be designated to support certain projects. You can indicate which
project(s) you wish to support by noting it on your pledge form.

፠ Donor Recognition

St. Wenceslaus will recognize any pledge of $3,000 or
more on a new donor wall. The location of the wall is
yet to be determined. The following levels have been
established to recognize those generous contributions:
Bronze Level: $3,000 - $9,999
Silver Level: $10,000 - $49,999
Gold Level: $50,000 - $99,999
Platinum Level: $100,000 and up

“We believe God calls us all to be a disciple in some manner. For us, serving on the
campaign leadership team is a great honor and an opportunity for us to honor the Lord,
and at the same time support the current parish and those into the future. St Wenceslaus
has provided us with a faith filled community of spiritual individuals who have taught
us so much about our own faith journey. The opportunity to serve is a great way to
support the education and our Catholic beliefs and values that are important to us.”
Rick and Amanda Landenberger, Executive Committee

Ways to Give
Cash
The most common method of making a
donation to a capital campaign is to make a
pledge, then make cash payments on your
pledge using a check or credit card. You may
benefit from such payments with a charitable
deduction on your tax return.

Securities
Stocks, bonds or mutual fund shares that have
appreciated can have an immediate impact on
our campaign and also create an income tax
deduction for you based on their current value.
Real Estate
Donations of appreciated homes and other real
estate property are entitled to an income tax
deduction equal to the full value of the property
and no tax on the capital gain.

Life Insurance
Donate to the campaign by making St. Wenceslaus the owner and beneficiary of your
insurance policy.
Corporate Matching Gifts
A matching gift program provided through your employer or board membership may
allow you to increase the value of your gift. Please consult with your employer’s human
resources director or community outreach director to see if your company has a matching
gift program.
Planned Gifts
Planned giving is the process of carefully selecting the best method and asset for making
a charitable gift. Such a gift can enable you to take full advantage of the tax laws to
accomplish your financial and charitable goals. Below are a few commonly used ways of
making a planned gift:
• Bequest by will or living trust
• Charitable remainder trusts
• Charitable gift annuities
• Charitable lead trusts
• Beneficiary benefits from IRAs, pensions or financial accounts
Please be sure to contact your tax advisor about these options and what may
be best for you and your family.

3-Year
Pledge Total
$100,000
$50,000
$36,000
$24,000
$15,000
$9,000
$6,000
$4,500
$3,000
$1,500
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Monthly
$2,778
$1,389
$1,000
$667
$417
$250
$167
$125
$83
$42

B U D G ET I N G YO U R G I F T
Quarterly
$8,333
$4,167
$3,000
$2,000
$1,250
$750
$500
$375
$250
$125

Semiannual
$16,667
$8,333
$6,000
$4,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$750
$500
$250

Annual
$33,333
$16,667
$12,000
$8,000
$5,000
$3,000
$2,000
$1,500
$1000
$500

B U I L D I N G in F a i t h
for Future Generations

PASTOR
Rev. Thomas Bauwens
HONORARY CHAIRs
Tate and Denise Fitzgerald
Scott Robertson and
Gail Werner-Robertson
Greg and Karen Van Dyke
Executive Committee
Sam Baratta
Steve and Rita Bartlett
Jeff and Dianna Beulke
Rod and Deb Hofschulte
Todd Jonas
Tim and Kari Kudron
Rick and Amanda Landenberger
Rev. Marc Lim
Eric and Staci Mueller
Chris and Sandi O’Connell
Dave Peters
Karl Rohling

“We have been members of this parish even before the doors were
open to our new church. We have seen many wonderful additions
and have many great friends that are also parishioners at
St. Wenceslaus. We love our parish, our priests and would have it
no other way. We look forward to even more enhancements to our
parish that will insure a solid and comfortable future for many years
to come. We hope you will join us in support of this capital campaign.”
Rod and Deb Hofschulte, Executive Committee

Development Director
Tony LaMar
CAMPAIGN COUNSEL
Cody Fuchtman
Steier Group

Campaign Prayer
God our Father, we thank You for Your many blessings.
For the gifts and talents You have given us; for our families,
our relationships, our faith, and our Church family.
We ask You to unite our hearts and our minds as we strive
to build in faith for future generations of our parish.
All that we have been blessed with is a gift;
we own nothing, but owe everything to You.
Open our ears to hear Your word.
Open our eyes to see the needs around us.
Open our minds to know Your will.
Open our hearts in generosity.

St. Wenceslaus Parish
15353 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68154
www.stwenceslaus.org

St. Wenceslaus, patron of our Church, pray for us.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

