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      ST. WENCESLAUS  
      CATHOLIC CHURCH   

March 5, 2017  
First Sunday of lent    

              15353 Pacific Street,  Omaha, NE   68154 
 

      Telephone:  402-330-0304    
Parish Office Fax:  402-330-1476     

 
www.stwenceslaus.org     

                                         
  Rev. Tom Bauwens, Pastorïfrtom@stwenceslaus.org 

 
Rev. Francis Nigli, Associate Pastor-frfrancis@stwenceslaus.org 

  
Rev. Ron Wasikowski, Senior Associate Pastor-frron@stwenceslaus.org 

DONôT FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS 

AHEAD NEXT SUNDAY!  

 

         LENT 2017 
 Our Season of Lent has begun.  If you did not receive our parish LENTEN REMINDER on Ash Wednesday ï a prayer 

card and a small medallion ï you may take them from the baskets under the cross and in the foyer.  You are invited to carry 

these items with you throughout the season and use them in your reflection and prayer. 
 

            Once again this Lent, St. Wenceslaus Parish will be providing many opportunities for prayer, reflection and growing 

closer as a community.  Keep this schedule handy for future reference: 

  + PARISH MISSION:  Monday, March 13 th & Tuesday, March 14th ï Fr. James Sichko 

  + DAILY MASS:  Monday-Friday: 6:45 & 8:30 a.m.; 5:30 p.m.; Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 

  + RECONCILIATION:   Daily before the 5:30 p.m. Mass, Saturdays, after the 8:30 a.m.  Mass & 3:30-4:45 p.m. 

  + EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  In the chapel after the Friday, 8:30 a.m. Mass 

  + BENEDICTION:   5:20 p.m. Fridays in the chapel.  Be sure to stay for the 5:30 p.m. Mass too! 

  + STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  TUESDAYS of Lent at 7:00 p.m.  (Not March 14th). 
 

                                                       STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

As we did last year, Stations of the Cross will be celebrated on TUESDAYS at 7:00 p.m. rather than Friday.  Come and 

take part in this traditional Lenten devotion on March 7th, 21st, 28th, April 4th & 11th.  There will be no Stations of the 

Cross on March 14th due to the Parish Mission. 

Saturday, March 25th:  St. Wenceslaus Womenôs Lenten Retreat 
will be held at the St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE  with Fr. Andy 

Syring!  This will be a day-long event. No overnight. Treat yourself to a 

one day retreat to relax, pray and refresh during Lent. Take a break from 

the kids!  It will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  $25.  Carpooling 

available.  Limit 45.  You can register anytime with Mary Eileen in the 

Parish Office!  

RITES OF SENDING & ELECTION:  This Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. Mass, the catechumens, candidates, sponsors and companions 

participating in the RCIA process celebrate the Rite of Sending, which will prepare them for their celebration of the Rite of Election 

with Archbishop Lucas at the Cathedral this afternoon.  Please remember these special people in your prayers throughout the season of 

Lent as they journey toward membership in our Catholic faith community at Easter. 
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ST. WENCESLAUS OMAHA , NEBRASKA  

Friends, 

 We have entered the 

most sacred and solemn 

season of the Church 

year.  Lent is late, so Easter is late, but 

resurrection always!  I hope this Lent is a 

time of rejuvenation and blessing for you.  Give this 

10% of the church year to God as a gift as you work 

to strengthen you prayer life.   

 For the priest, Lent means confessionsé lot of 

them!  It is a true joy for us to be able to work with 

people who are releasing all that keeps them captive 

and rejoicing in the grace of God that frees them.  We 

will have many opportunities for confession and  

spiritual growth.  Take advantage of them; but please 

donôt wait until Holy Saturday.  Last year, confessions 

went for over 3 hours solid and people were grumpy 

by the time they reached the confessional.  Some 

other devotionals and prayer opportunities are listed 

on the front of the bulletin. 

 Our Lenten Mission begins soon.  Next weekend, 

Fr. Sitchko will be back with us again (for our newer 

parishioners, he was here in 2015 and packed the 

church); set some time aside on Monday and Tuesday 

nights to come and enhance your relationship with 

God and yourself. 

 Congratulations to the Girl Scouts who were 

awarded their Religious Medals this weekend that 

they worked so hard for!  Weôre proud!  Fr. Tom 

MONDAYðMarch 6, 2017 

 6:45 a.m. +Andrew & +Leona Barthle 

 8:30 a.m. +Joanna Marron 

 5:30 p.m. +Gerald Luther 

TUESDAYðMarch 7, 2017 

 6:45 a.m.    +Nolan Dombrowski 

 8:30 a.m. +Theresa Machietto Fitzgerald 

 5:30 p.m. Int. of Erin Kelley 

WEDNESDAYðMarch 8, 2017 

 6:45 a.m. +Joe Kinney 

 8:30 a.m. +Trenetta Robertson 

 9:45 a.m. +Mike Hogan 

 5:30 p.m. +Mike Bilgere 

THURSDAYðMarch 9, 2017 

 6:45 a.m.  +Naila Haroon 

 8:30 a.m. +Joan Stuben 

 5:30 p.m. +Thomas Goaley 

FRIDAYðMarch 10, 2017 

 6:45 a.m. Priests of our Parish 

 8:30 a.m. Int. of Brian Todd Wike 

 5:30 p.m. +Gilbert del Costillo 

SATURDAYðMarch 11, 2017 
 8:30 a.m. +Daniel McCabe 

 5:00 p.m +Bill Gouger 

 6:30 p.m. +Katelyn Duell 

SUNDAYðMarch 12, 2017 

 7:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 9:00 a.m. +John Esch 

 10:30 a.m. +Helen Knott 

   12:00 p.m. Int. of Steier Family 

                 Readings for the Week of March 5, 2017 

Sunday:   Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17/Rom 5:12-

  19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8-10, 15/Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-7, 16-19/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7

  -12 

Friday:   Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-8/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48 

Next Sunday:  Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/2 Tm 1:8b-10/

  Mt 17:1-9  

Masses are always offered for the intention listed in the  

Bulletin even if not announced verbally at Mass time.  The 

only exception would be if the priest celebrating the Mass 

announced at Mass time there is a change.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursdayéééééééééééé.8:00 AM-8:30 PM 
Fridayééééééééééééééééé8:00 AM-6:00 PM 
Saturdayéééééééééééééééé.9:00 AM-7:00 PM 
Sundayéééééééééééééééé...8:30 AM-1:30 PM 
 

       
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturdayéééééééééééééééé5:00 PM, 6:30 PM 
Sunday.éé...é.7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 5:30 PM 
Daily 
 Monday-Friday.éééééééééééééééé6:45 AM 
 Monday-Thursday..éé...ééé.éééééééé   5:30 PM 
 Monday-Saturday.ééééééééééééééé8:30 AM 
Holy Days 
 Vigil (evening before)ééééé.éééééééé..5:30 PM 
 6:45 AM, 8:30 AM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
 
SACRAMENTS 
Baptism:  Pre-baptism orientation is required.  Please schedule prior 
to the childõs birth.  Call 402-330-0304 ext. 0 for dates and times. 
Matrimony:  Make arrangements at least 6 months in advance.  
Call 402-330-0304 ext. 0 for information. 
Reconciliation:  Monday through Thursday 5:00 to 5:25 PM.  
Saturdays after the 8:30 AM Mass and 3:30 PM to 4:45 PM or by 
appointment. 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  

Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 

their families for the selfless acts they perform for 

us in our time of need.  And give us peace.  We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
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SUNDAY   MARCH  5, 2017 

Ministry Schedule for March 11ñ12 

  
Saturday, 5:00 PM PRIEST:   Fr. Sitchko 

SAC: Nancy Jackson  DEA : Mike DeSelm  

EMHC: Irene Braunger, Doug Corey, Amy Corey, Dan Davis, Frannie 

   Fuxa (sub req), Julie Davis, Pegg Gard, Steve Gard, Shirley 

   Gouger, John Hall, Paul Harlow, Romona Harlow, Bob  

   Ludvik, Sue Ludvik 

LEC : Carol Haller, Melissa Krebs 

SER : Lauren Montague, Emily Rimington 

HOS : Team 2: Ron Wootton, 3 MORE NEEDED 

 
Saturday, 6:30 PM PRIEST:   Fr. Ron 

SAC: Mark Capoun 

EMHC: Lynne Capoun, Kelly Nystrom, Keven Sorensen 

LEC : Kim Lang, Molly Plozay 

SER : Ella Francl, Olivia Nystrom 

HOS: Team 6: Tom Barrett, Mary Elliot, Wayne Elliot, Gary Liebig, 

   Renee Liebig 
 

Sunday, 7:30 AM PRIEST:   Fr. Francis 

SAC: Dean Yuhas 

EMHC: Catie Yuhas, Chris Yuhas, Dan Bleyhl 

LEC : Dave Meier, Mary Partusch 

SER : Clara Glock, Spenser Mize 

HOS: Team 9: Rick Hohman, Lee Nelson, Virgil Nelson, Tom Pluta, 

   Steve Schmidt 

  
Sunday, 9:00 AM PRIEST:   Fr. Sitchko 

SAC: Lori Kolasinski DEA : Joe Kulus 

EMHC: Cathy Kulus, John OõDonnell, Marilyn Buresh, Greg Van 

Dyke, 

   Jerry Buresh, Lynnee Pattrin, Suzanne OõDonnell (sub req), 

   Terry Boer, Dan Brabec, Mary Furey, Dan Wells, Lisa Pekny, 

   Margie Walker, Cathe Talley, Mary Lahmann (sub req) 

LEC: Dorothy Tuma, Karen Van Dyke 

SER : Adam OõDonnell, Audrey Van Dyke 

HOS: Team 13: David Carlson, Paula Montgomery, Tom  

   Montgomery, Myron Moore, Ed Thiele 

 
Sunday, 10:30 AM PRIEST:   Fr. Sitchko 

SAC: Jeff Morss  

EMHC: NOT FILLED, Gina Bartlett, Bill Altman, Emily Ptacnik, Diane 

   Morss, Pete Rygol, Joni Learch, Rick Learch, Mike Pate, 

   Jennifer Weeder, Patricia Allgeier, Karen Spurlock, Abbey 

   Painter, Sofia Valle, Julie Krupicka 

LEC : Rita Bartlett, Carol Rygol 

SER : Alex Eischeid, Zac Eischeid 

HOS: Team 17: Steve Bartlett, Greg Opitz, Marilyn Opitz, Linda 

Rau 

 
Sunday, 12:00 PM PRIEST:   Fr. Tom 

SAC: Karen Stevens 

EMHC: Linda Legband, Patti Zerzan, John Weitl 

LEC : Stephanie Bradley, Mark Jaksich 

SER : Amy Conner, Theresa Howard (sub req) 

HOS : Team 21: Sue McNamara, Jim Morrison, 2 MORE NEEDED 

 

Sunday, 5:30 PM PRIEST:   Fr. Francis 

SAC: Chris Pluta 

EMHC: Mikala Korth, Julie Bloomingdale, Tim Bloomingdale 

LEC : Ken Landolt, Maureen Walters 

SER : Michael Barrett, Daniel Walters 

HOS : Team 26: Sabrina Smith, Ernest Walters, 2 MORE NEEDED 

PLEASE NOTE:  The most current and updated liturgical ministry 

schedules may be viewed by logging on at www.rotundasoftware.com/

ministry/stwenceslaus. 

God brings us through difficult experiences  

and always leads us to life.  Depend on the 

Holy Spirit to guide you on the path of life.  If 

you think God is calling you to be a priest, 

visit our website at vocations@archomaha.org. 

Daniel, Julie, Alyson, Theresa & Bridgid Maloney 

Dave & Heidi Erwin 

Nick Smith 

Abby Ketteler 

Michael & Emma Stuben 

FIRST WEEK OF LENT -ENCOUNTER NUTRITION  

We encounter the Singh family in India, where a 

mother and father are using innovative farming  

techniques to feed their family amidst a flood.  How is 

God inviting us to think outside the box in service to 

others this Lent?  Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

REFLECTING ON THE SCRIPTURES  

First Sunday of Lent, Cycle A 
 
Todayôs readings:  Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; 

Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Forty Days and Forty Nights 

As we sing the Lenten hymn ñLed By the Spirit,ò we 

are drawn into Christôs time in the desert, His 

temptations and His perseverance.  Our sharing in 

Christôs desert experience is captured in two short 

phrases of the first verse: ñLed by the Spirit of our 

God, we go to fast and pray, With Christ into the 

wilderness, we join His paschal way.ò  Todayôs Gospel brings to 

mind more than Christôs time in the desert and the devilôs three 

temptations.  We are challenged, on this First Sunday of Lent, to 

prepare for our forty days and nights of fasting and prayer.  Or 

perhaps we should consider this time fasting with prayer. 

 We share with Christ our desert times, when worldly 

distractions and demands are set aside for us to focus on who we 

are as people of faith.  Todayôs Gospel is a reminder that our 

temptations are best addressed when we refocus ourselves in a 

context of prayer and time apart from our usual distractions and 

demands.  By retreating from all that busies us, we are better able 

to couch distractions in prayer and respond to demands with 

deepened faith.  Throughout our forty days and forty nights, we 

share with Christ not only His sorrow, but His righteousness, as 

St. Paul reminds us in the second reading.  

 We have a share in the life of Christ, and at the  

beginning of the Lenten season, we know that our prayer is  

sustained and strengthened by our sharing in Christôs death and 

resurrection.  We are strengthened by our Baptism to combat the 

temptations we encounter, supported by the unceasing prayer that 

we share with Christ.  © 2017 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Written by Anne 

C. McGuire. Illustrated by Michele Wood. Scripture quotations are from The New Revised Standard Version 

Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright ©1993 and 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Permission to 

publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2016. 



4 

. 

ST. WENCESLAUS MARCH  5, 2017 

Knights of Columbus Message:  The Knights of 

Columbus brotherhood at St. Wenceslaus invite all 

practicing Catholic men, 18 years of age or older 

to join us. The St. Wenceslaus Council was started 

in 1992 with just over 80 members.  Today, 15 

years later, we have 505 members, most of whom are  

parishioners and active in the parish today.  We have several 

activities we conduct on an on-going basis in areas of religious, 

youth, family, culture of life, community outreach, and council 

or fraternal activities. Within this broad range of activities, we 

have fundraising activities for vocations, pro-life, persons with 

mental and physical challenges, homeless shelters, Catholic 

education scholarships, support of our parish needs, FOCUS  

missionaries, Boy Scouts, Squires; the list is endless. Our  

brotherhood knows that there are many needs in this world and 

we volunteer our time and talent to fulfill those needs. Will you 

join us?  Call Rod Hofschulte at 402-510-7250 or 

email rhofschult@msn.com for information or to join.  

Cancer Support Group continues Wednesday, March 15th at 4:00 PM in the Upper Conference Room.  Please 

join us if you are a caregiver or have cancer yourself.  We offer loving support for all! Caregivers, nurses and 

cancer patients all warmly received.  

Check out brand new LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA titles in the foyer. They are available for $3 

plus .25 tax.  

Lent started March 1st:  Join our Lenten Parish Read!  We ordered 35 copies of the book   ñBecoming Who 

You Are:  Insights on the True Self from Thomas Merton and Other Saintsò by Fr. James Martin SJ, and they are sold out.  There will be 

reflection questions in the bulletin every week.  

Saturday, March 25th:  St. Wenceslaus Womenôs Lenten Retreat will be held at the St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE  with Fr. 

Andy Syring!  This will be a day-long event. No overnight. Treat yourself to a one day retreat to relax, pray and refresh during Lent. 

Take a break from the kids!  It will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  $25.  Carpooling available.  Limit 45.  You can register anytime 

with Mary Eileen in the Parish Office!  
 
LENTEN RICE BOWLS ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE FOYER.  Support Catholic Relief Services!  We raised $1,372.42 last 

year that went directly to CRS.  This is a great project for families during Lent. 
 
Fr. Jim Sichko is coming back for our Lenten Mission!  He will be preaching at all the Masses on March 11th & 12th.   The  

Parish Mission will be March 13th & 14th at 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the church.  The Title of Fr. Sichkoôs talk will be  ñBe U, Be Kind, Be 

Merciful, BE CHRISTò.  Donôt miss it! 

Wednesday Night Adult Faith Formation  6:15-7:30 p.m.  
March 8th:   Bishop Barron DVD #9--"The Fire of His Love" in 

the Upper Room. 

March 15th:   Bishop Barron DVD #10--"World Without End" 

in the Upper Room. 

March 22nd:  Faith Formation Reconciliation Service in the 

Church. 

April 19th:  Bishop Barron Eucharist DVD , part 1 Introduction 

& Sacred Meal in the Upper Room. 

April 26th:  Bishop Barron Eucharist DVD, part 2 Sacrifice & 

Real Presence in the Upper Room 

May 3rd:  Fr. Tom answering general questions on the faith in 

the Church. 

February 21st:  Hippie ñPot Luckò-52 Primetimers enjoyed an abundance of good food.  Sonny 

and Cher made an appearance and performed a rendition of  ñI Got You Babeò, which was enjoyed 

by all.  Many of those in attendance were sporting 70ôs attire.    

March 10th:  Lunch and Learn-Angie Wingert has arranged for a speaker from the Douglas 

County Historical Society to speak on the History of Omaha.  We will gather at the Egg and I (168th 

- South of Center) at 11:30 a.m.   Please let your caller know by March 7th if you plan to attend. 

March 21st:  St. Patrickôs Day Dinner-The cost for this event will be $12/members and $15/guests.  The admission price will include 

a catered dinner and entertainment.  Watch upcoming bulletins for further information.   
 

Other upcoming Events: April 19th - Wine Tasting and homemade appetizers.  Also in April, Breakfast after 9:00 a.m. Mass 

date TBA. 
 

Any questions about Primetimers, call Larry or Sharon Wilwerding at 402-203-6567. 

Becoming Who You Are:  Insights on the True Self from Thomas Merton and other saints, by Fr. James Martin SJ 

Reflection questions:   

                Chapter 1: When have you ever behaved as the ñfalse self ?ò  What did it feel like? 

                Chapter 1: When have you ever felt your soul ñin harmony with itself ?ò 

                Chapter 1: It was said of Merton ñHis whole life was a quest for freedomðthe freedom to be open to the wonderful reality that 

                    God has made, to God himself, to what is!ò Can this be said of you? 

tel:(402)%20510-7250
mailto:rhofschult@msn.com

